No Objection To Declassification 2009/03/27 : NLN-H-92-5-5-1 . - 25X1 |

e | - éA(p 25x1

| : r - N \l ".(\wv‘ |

CENTRAL ‘INTELLIGHNCE AGENCY WM

' 15 October 1973° . = o NE ?Kk} )
B | g o e ;:)\ o

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANobM- R : 3

{ MIDDLL ENST

(s:tuafxon Report Numbcr 40
JAs of 1630 EDT)

THE MILITAR?_SITUxTI¢N ' % : Ty

GENERAL !
afte L. BQtn Llont“ r@malned relqtlvely quiet this
exrnoon,  The Syrian front remains static, al-

" though Tel Aviv clalma that its armor has driven
bac} an Ixvagi =2 ] - 5

‘he fraont. ‘
: - 25X1
Both sides are consolidating -
ggini positions in Sinail after yesterday's fierce tank
B tles. An Israeli senior defense.official claims
Ogat Egvptian forces ‘mads a small amphibious attack
'thldn é&¥dell outpost . along the Mediterranean coast
a uernoon, but that the attack was repulsed.
) TFE SYR]AN PPONT' '
2. Ground actlon alon i
q the ayr .an front was
LelaLLVOLy light throughout the day .with the action ' -
consisting mainly of artillerv dueld. [ ] 25X1
25X1
.1 :
: - 25X1 -
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no Israeli air raids on Damascus this morning for
the first timeé in seven days. ‘

3. " According R:fo an Israeli military communigue,

Israeli ground forces have "broken through" Iraqi
- defense lines in'the central portion of the Syrian
front teday, but the communicque did not give details.

: 4.  Iragl oil officials in Beilrut have confirmed
that the Syrian oil refinery at Homs has been des-
troyed. | The refinery was producing some 54,000
~harrels of potroleunm.products a day, and.the Iragi
Officials claim that its loss has placed pressura on
other Arab states, especially Lebanon, to supply
petroleum to Syria.. ' : '
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THE EGYPTIAY. PROWT '

.

7. After a quiet moining, light ground activity
apparently resumad this afternoon. According to an
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'Iaraell dCALHSQ mxnlotry spokesman, Egyptlan forces
launched rocket attacks against Israeli positions
~alonyg the canal early this afternoon and also con-
ducted an amphibious attack behind Israeli lines in
~the Ray.of Pelusium area along the Mediterranean
coast. The attack was: rhpo:.te.clly auppo*‘ted by fLour
PU=-76 amphibious tanks, but was repulsed. The
Israelis also reported' that three Egyptian heli-
copters. had ‘landed north of Ras 5idr. on the Gulf

of Suez and either- ‘landed or evacuated Egyptian
personncl. Other MHgyptian helicopters werxe driven

off from Abu Rudays on the Gulf ooabt, according to
the Israwlnw.i-_ o
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JORDAN .- S L

10.,'Acc01didg tb late praess repoxrts, the
Israalis have ohserved what they helieve to be a
Jordanian tank colunn moving toward: their lines in
.the southern part of the Syrian front. Although
the Israelis have not'reportud any engagements,
Jordan has announced a clash between their units

and Israeli forces. Jordan cl axms to have destroyed

six Israeli Lank%,’
' ' ‘: 3 [
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SOVIET NAVAL :I\CTIVITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

le. A gquPd—mLS:llﬁ dgatroyer is still follow-
ing the US5Y Independence gouth of Crete. A guided-

. missile firigate--the flagship of the Soviet Medi-

terranean squadron--and two auxiliaries are also
qupPOLtlng the surveillance actxvxty

om .k

17, All of thL major plpclmne tmrmlnals in
the eastern Mediterranean are now-closed. ' The
resulting loss to Western kurope is about 2 million
barrels of crude oil a dav or about 13 p@rcent of
normal confumptann.? Italy, Spain; and Austria are
the countries most.affected by the loss, and both
Italy and Spain have instituted cdntrols to p revent
the outflow of petloleum products. -
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PAKISTAN | S

o ' 19  Prime Minis tpl Bhutto will leave LOMOrrow
for Iran, Turkey, and' Saudl aArabia to discuas the
‘current Middle East situation, according to.an

official announcement. from Islamabad. Bhutto will
have, with him the Pakistani minister of state for
_da,fen';r:.dnrl forcign affairs and the foreign

bOVU‘T P 053

. 200 Theke has heen no Soviet press reaction
vet to the official US acknowladgement. regarding
Arms rogupply to Isracl, Pravda and TaVLSLl"&,
however, today carried the First indiTect reierence
to the USSR's role as.arms supplier to the Arabs.
The reference apumared in articles about Israelil
Prima MlnlatO; Meir's press conferance Saturday and
i qUOtud hor Lpgardlng the U3SSR's role in training-
and equipping Arab armed forces. During the 1967
war, no.public mention was ever made about Moscow s

:m:lmtary aid relatlonshlp w1th the Arabs.

, .21 TASS meanwhile has announnmd Algerlan
1resmdnnt Boumediene's visit to the USSR on 14-15
Octobers Boumediene met with the top three Soviet

_leaders,‘Dcfenac Mxnxster Gr Lhko, and .Foreign

.""

i .. . "

et

No Objectlon To Declassmcatlon 2009/03/27 NLN-H-92-5-5-1

i A 5. Yo I T S G B T

25X1

—————na—

25X1. -




'No Objection To Declassification 2009/03/27 - NLN-H-92-5-5-1 —

Miniater u).umyho- Though t‘nn communique indlcated
the two sldes resolved "to assist in every way the
liberation of all Arab tegrritories oocupled by
Israel," it also. charactorized the talks as having
been “rran}a,." an indication that there were dif-
ferences. En route home HBoumediene stepped off

in B«;lgradp where. he conferred wit.h Yugoslav
PJ.CaLdnxlt Tn.to. A
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4. Th@re have been no react:onc from Cairo.
to Lhu official US position, but an Egyptian spokes-
man issued a. moderately worded statement today.,
. probably before Marwan's return to Cairo, protesting
contlnulng plcb&’erOLtS that the US intended to
asupply Israel.  Noting that it is regroettable that
thu US. does not dlstangutsh between “thosc who are
fighting to consclidate their occupation of usurped
land and. those who are flghtlng to liberate this
land, : the spokésman’ said that the "peoples of the .
‘world" had expected. the US to uphcold the principles
of the UN chartex, part¢cularly the principle of the
non-acquisition of territory by forece. The US
Interests Section notes that Cairo press coverage .
of US. ald to Lsrael was less extensive today than in
the 14 October editions, but Marwan's messade from’
Faysal will undouutcd]y p;ovoke a new outhburst of
antl—Ub v1tr1ol in fomorrnw Hre¢¢. :

l

6. Othur Per ian Gulf statms have issued state-~

ments’ protesting -the' US resupply efforts, and the
moderate. 0il producaers indlcated/

that they might be
forced to take action against Western oil lntgrushs
in orxder to sdfeguard their own positions., In this
context, the Kuwaiti’r oil minister has stressed that
he callcd the OAREC cunfcrgnco, now scheduled for
Wmdn%de)r as a pre-=emptive gesture to keep the

oil WLapon” out or radxcal hands;: he and other
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Z‘i’fii?t““; howd bOfOr“ the US officially began the.

or dran+flat by stopping short of nationalizations

Ayxab ‘cau . prgdUF‘lUn cutbacks 'they could aid the

wall as ;L v k(,c.p their domestic posltions as

US. The wintain reasonably good relations with the
'+ The SJtUutlon may - now haVa chdngcd

N poniblgn %;Laéli qpokeqman, 'in the meantime, in
A bo extanta ort to help get the US off the hook to
S Ooo‘hmo §_-qnnounc:od ‘today “that the. approxXimately
 rans wali can volunteers who have asked to go to .
in oo 1&&01 not he allowed to join the army, even
il ;.cprés at the rear. He ‘eited specifically in
hav e oiin wJ%mfrlcan veterans. of the Vietnham war, who
pilotine s ”r@ v rumored in. the Arab world to be

ST anll and/or -US Phantoms in attacks agalnst

Axraly positions Thm
. 101 '\O P
not deter Arah pr < ll demurral will
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